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Mission 

The mission of the Syracuse Weavers Guild is to 
stimulate an interest in the art and craft of 
weaving, achieve a high standard of excellence 
and help encourage all persons interested in 
weaving.  
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1st Vice President 
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2nd Vice President 
Sue Szczotka  

Secretary 
Donna Connery  

Treasurer 
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President’s Message 

After a warm vacation in Australia surrounded by 
colorful birds and flowers, I find myself growing 
tired of the grayness of winter here in Lansing. I 
think back to last summer, when I was 
surrounded by the many colors of butterflies and 
plants as I worked in my garden under bright 
azure skies. Now, as I plan my first 8 shaft project, 
I am looking for inspiration. Yesterday, looking 
out at yet another gray day, I noticed all the 
shades of brown in the leaf litter around my yard. 
How could I incorporate those colors into my 
weaving? I decided to design a towel with stripes 
of different twill threadings, each using a 
different shade of brown. I will use some thinner 
accent stripes of bright blue to mimic those rare 
sunny days. Next summer, when I’m wishing for 
some cooler weather as I weed the garden, I can 
take out those towels to remind myself to just 
enjoy the progression of the seasons. And I can 
turn the fan on as I plan something bright and 
colorful to warm myself next winter! 

Happy weaving! 
Rachel 

THRUMS 

Amy’s Deflected DoubleweaveNancy’s Summer and Winter
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Syracuse Weavers Guild 2022-2023 Programs | Nancy Gaus 

New Member | Berit Nelson 

My name is Berit Nelson, and I was encouraged to join your weaving guild 
by Cynthia Pendergrast. We both belong to Foothills Weaving and Fiber 
Arts Guild in Mohawk Valley. 

I grew up in Norway and was exposed to weaving through my 
grandmother. My main fiber interest as I was growing up however was 
knitting. I did not weave till I moved to California in the late 1960s. At that 
time I took classes in tapestry weaving. 
In 1980 I moved to Clinton, New York and began work in the healthcare 
field. About 15 years ago (before I retired) I began taking weaving classes 
with Barbara Decker. I, and many others, are lucky to have such a 
knowledgeable and inspiring teacher right in our community. I retired 
approximately 7 years ago and now weaving is a big part of my life. 

Hold 

3/4 Krokbragd

Krokbragd is a thick, 3-shaft weft-faced structure marked by colorful and intricate patterns.   This 
Swedish boundweave is known for its bold pops of color and makes beautiful rugs, cushion 
covers, table linens, and wall hangings.  It’s fun to weave on a variety of looms, and spontaneously 
designed patterns can be both playful and striking.   Come and see what all the excitement is 
about! 

Presenters: Eileen Kloss and Nancy Gaus

4/1 Presentation of the Guild Challenge

Bring the pieces you created for the Guild challenge, and tell us what inspired you.   What 
challenges did you face, and what new techniques did you explore?  

Facilitator: Rachel Abbott

5/6 Annual Potluck Luncheon and Towel Exchange

The luncheon will be at the home of Nancy Smothergill.
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Name tag, anyone?
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Book Review | Donna Connery 

Inspiration for the Book Review.   In her February 2023 guild program 
on Overshot and Floatwork, Nancy Smothergill noted a delightful book 
on the miniature overshot designs of Bertha Gray Hayes (1878-1947). In 
my exploration of overshot leading up to the program, I was equally 
enchanted by the same book, so it seemed like a book review was in 
order. I think the book, with these miniature designs by Ms. Hayes, 
provides weavers with a refreshing contrast to the abundance of 
overshot drafts designed for large coverlets and a glimpse into the life of 
a delightful early 20th century weaver.  

The Book. Weaving Designs by Bertha Gray Hayes: Miniature Overshot Patterns by Norma Smayda, 
Gretchen White, Jody Brown, and Katherine Schelleng, literally depicts 92 original miniature overshot 
designs by Ms. Hayes as found in her personal notebooks, workbooks, sample cards, and woven samples. 
To make the designs more accessible to contemporary weavers, the authors also include computer-
generated drafts and draw-downs for each of the designs.  The Hayes’ personal collection is now housed at 
the Saunderstown Weaving School in Rhode Island under the stewardship of Norma Smayda https://
www.saunderstownweavingschool.com/  

In addition to facsimile reproductions and computer-generated drafts 
of each design, the book relates the development of Ms. Hayes as a 
weaver, her mentorship by Mary Meigs Atwater and Osma Gallinger, 
and her commitment to the Shuttlecraft Course in Weaving and the 
National Conference of American Handweavers.   Her overshot designs 
generally depict the themes of the times, are frequently asymmetrical, 
are sometimes broken twills, and usually designed from name drafts.  
Although large pieces woven by Ms. Hayes are not preserved, we learn 
that her 4” overshot samples, included in the collection, were usually 
treadled as drawn-in on a Structo Loom.  Even if you think overshot isn’t 
your thing, this book is definitely worth at least a trip to the library to 

glimpse the personality of this weaver in every piece.  

Other resources.   Ms. Hayes’ 72 miniature overshot sample card 
patterns were also published by Osma Gallinger in Creative Crafts 
(1957). Another resource and weaving pattern can be found in a 
Handwoven Magazine article on Ms. Hayes: "Traditions: Sweet Little 
Overshot, The Legacy of Bertha Gray Hayes" by Anita Osterhaug. 
Handwoven Nov/Dec 2016, pg58. https://handwovenmagazine.com/
legacy-bertha-gray-hayes/ 
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Welcome to our newest member! 

Brooke Schmedicke 

Fiber to Yarn has a very handy reference for 
determining the weaving sett for knitting 
yarns, a warp sett substitution chart, and a 
warp and weft calculation worksheet.  
https://www.fibertoyarn.com/weavers 

https://www.saunderstownweavingschool.com/
https://www.saunderstownweavingschool.com/
https://handwovenmagazine.com/legacy-bertha-gray-hayes/
https://handwovenmagazine.com/legacy-bertha-gray-hayes/
https://www.fibertoyarn.com/weavers
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Looming Questions - Collaborative Advice by SWG Members | Rachel Abbott 

Joyce: This is an interesting question.  I have one loom with an apron and one with cords.  My Harrisville has 
cords.  My Baby Macomber, of which I’m at least the third owner, has an apron on the front and cords on the 
back.  I don’t know how they come when brand new [cloth aprons are available as an accessory]. I've never 
really thought about the difference, I just warp and weave! 

Barb: I don’t know why they come that way. Most of my looms do not have aprons. When I got my LeClerc, it 
did have one, and I discovered one of the things I liked about not having one. When I finish weaving my 
warp, I’m eager to see what the cloth is going to be once washed. I can just slide it off the bar without the 
apron without untying knots (unless the piece will be fringed.) Then it goes right in the washing machine. 
Another advantage for me is when I take off some yardage part way through weaving. I’ll weave 2” of scrap 
yarn, put watered down Elmer’s glue on it, then cut off my finished piece leaving the glued piece on the 
loom. Once the glue is dry, I can open a shed and put the rod in, sliding on the straps in the appropriate 
places. Now I’m ready to resume weaving with only 2” wasted.  

These things can be done on a loom with a cloth apron, of course. I use another dowel and Velcro straps. I 
always did have apron envy, and I love the look of it. It’s probably like computers. Whether it’s a Mac or PC, 
whatever you learned on is the one you like. 

Laureen: My 40”, 10 shaft Macomber loom (older loom, new to me) came with an apron on both the front 
and back beams. It wasn't long before I had to replace them. But I decided to go with straps and an iron rod 
instead. After using both, I'm much happier with the straps and rod. They seem to keep the warp more 
square to the beams and hold the tension very well. They are cleaner as well; the apron was always dusty 
and, of course, yellowed with age. I like the straps and rod, but make sure the straps are the exact same 
length. I attached the straps with screws with a larger head and used the same rods that were in the apron. If 
you want to replace the apron, I'm guessing a heavier fabric like duck cloth or canvas would be the better 
choice. 
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Dear Tabby, 

I'm curious about why some looms have cloth 
aprons and others just have cords to hold the 
apron rod. What are the pros and cons of cloth 
aprons? Of cords? Does the size of the loom 
influence the choice? Does the choice vary by 
cloth beam vs warp beam? If I need to replace 
an apron cloth, can I make one myself or is it 
better to buy one from the manufacturer? Or can 
I just switch to using cords? Do you have a 
preference? 

—To-may-to, To-mah-to 

Dear Tomato, 

I did some digging and couldn’t find any ‘rules’ for 
when a loom would have a cloth apron vs cords. 
Cloth aprons make a nice smooth surface for 
winding on the warp and cloth, but they get dusty 
and need to be cleaned regularly. Texsolv cords are 
a popular choice for many weavers, because they 
are very strong and easy to measure and attach. The 
important things to consider are the strength of the 
cloth/cords and having the bar you tie your warp 
onto be perfectly square to the loom. Read on to 
see what your fellow weavers prefer! 

—Tabby 
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Andie: My Leclerc Nilus loom has cloth aprons on both 
beams.  I have used just cords on my old Union, and they 
are fine, too.  I feel like I have more control with uniform 
tension with the aprons with the bigger, wider loom (if 
that makes sense) as I tie on, but that just may be my lack 
of experience?  

Sue S: I prefer cords on my looms since they do not limit 
the area where you can make attachments either with a 
lashing cord, tying on or attaching another rod.  I also 
think that the aprons tend to get tattered and messy with 
use. 

Donna C: Alas, I have three so-far-unused-by-me aprons on my super duper double back beam Kyra; 
however, my weaving buddy seems to find them quite comfortable!

Please send your looming questions for future columns to Tabby. 

Weaving Competition | Sue Szczotka 

Attention all weavers! Here is a great chance to strut your stuff and maybe win a prize in the process! On 
June 10th and 11th, 2023, the CNY Fiber Arts Festival will be held in Bouckville, NY. It is a fun, two-day 
festival with lots of vendors, classes, demonstrations, and more. This year we will be hosting the third annual 
Viv Fulton Memorial Weaving Competition, open to weavers of any experience level, both adults and teens. 
This year there will be two categories - Home Decor and Wearables. Cash prizes for first, second and third 
places will be awarded in both categories. Entries will be judged on originality and execution and may be 
made from any natural fiber, including bamboo, rayon and Tencel™. Go to the website at cnyfiberarts.org 
for more details and an entry form. Up to four weavings can be entered; the entry form must be completed 
by June 1st. So, get your creative weaving juices flowing and plan to enter the competition! 

LIBRARY | Donna Connery 

After a thoughtful discussion at our February meeting, members decided it was time to respectfully prune 
the guild library, starting with duplicates, to make some room on the bookshelves for new acquisitions. 

Here’s the plan: 

• Valuable, hard to find, classic books (like Davison’s A Handweaver's Pattern 
Book, Donna Muller’s Handwoven Laces, Russell Groff’s 200 Patterns for Multi 
Harness Looms) deserve space in the SWG library for at least two copies. If 
we have more than two copies, those can be sold to SWG guild members. 

• Other duplicate books will be offered for sale to SWG GUILD MEMBERS at 
affordable prices ($10-30/book).  

The crate of books for sale will be available at guild meetings in March and April for members to view, with 
the sale taking place at our May picnic meeting.  Check your email for a list of available books and more 
details about the sale. 
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https://cnyfiberarts.org/post.php?pid=21
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SWG Study Groups | Sue Szczotka 

For those of you not familiar with the study groups, they are small groups with a specific weaving interest 
that they would like to explore in more depth with other like-minded guild members. Participants gather 
either in person or via Zoom at times and intervals that the group decides on outside of regular guild 
meetings. If there are any topics in which you would like to make a deep dive with other interested parties, 
please contact Sue S., and we will see about arranging a new study group. 

Sales (Sue Szczotka)  
A study group covering additional material about selling handwoven goods has been proposed and so far 
there are a few interested.  This would be an informal Zoom get-together that I would host, but we could 
also seek input from other members of the program that was given in January. A definite start date has not 
been planned, but if anyone else is interested please let me know.  You do NOT need to be participating in 
the CNY Fiber Festival sale to take part in the study group. I will send out an email to interested parties when 
we have a start date. 
Tapestry (Donna Movsovich)  
The Tapestry Study Group has monthly meetings on Zoom. We get together on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 2:00 pm. All are welcome to join in the discussion, asking questions and sharing tapestries. 
Currently, we are reading and studying Rebecca Mezoff’s book, The Art of Tapestry Weaving. 
Small Bands (Nancy Smothergill)  
The Small Bands group continues to meet following the regular guild meeting. At the December and 
January meetings we worked on making a tablet weaving continuous warp which involves threading all the 
tablet weaving cards together and dropping one card at a time. This technique works primarily with warps 
where all the cards are threaded the same way. Since the group is focusing on tablet woven calligraphy, 
using the book Please Weave a Message by Linda Hendrickson, the fastest way to thread the cards is to use 
the continuous warp method.  
At the February meeting, members shared their progress in woven calligraphy. And 
we discussed using the double-faced tablet weaving technique for designs as well 
as lettering. Members will continue to explore this wonderful technique. 
Helping Hands (Donna Connery)  
We are on a break in the action until March when we will start to help with 
accessioning the weaving collections. 
Shoddy Book Club (Nancy Smothergill)  
We started a new book for Jan-March, 2023.  Worn takes the reader on a historical 
progression through the production, processing, and use of linen, cotton, silk, 
synthetics, and wool in textiles. Our next Zoom discussion is 7pm March 7.  
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SWG Web site: https://www.syracuseweaversguild.org 
SWG Library catalog: https://www.librarything.com/catalog/syracuseweaversguild  

SWG Ravelry group: https://www.ravelry.com/groups/syracuse-weavers-guild

https://www.syracuseweaversguild.org
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/syracuseweaversguild
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/syracuse-weavers-guild
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January Meeting Recap | Valerie Kaiser 

Selling your Handwovens 
January 7, 2023 

Our January meeting featured a four-member panel of SWG members, Sue Szczotka, Susan Mehringer, Barb 
Decker, and Joyce Lock, sharing their extensive experience with selling handwovens. Each panel member 
covered the logistics behind the four most common ways to go about selling handwovens. 

“Brick and Mortar” sales within a gallery or shop were covered by Sue, who began her experience in selling 
handwovens at gallery locations. She shared the fundamentals of identifying a location that might be a good 
fit, including location, type of venue, quality of venue, ambiance within the shop, and the kind of items and 
quality of the other items being sold. She also covered some of the typical business practices that one 
needs to be aware of when collaborating with a brick-and-mortar location, such as how to determine price, 
whether items are sold on consignment or wholesale, and dealing with tax basics. 

Susan next shared her experience selling at craft fairs, having done one to two per year since 2011. She 
provided an overview of a typical timeline needed to be prepared to sell at a craft show, covered the 
difference between juried and unjuried shows, and outlined the business side such as a point-of-sale 
system, businesses licenses, and creating an effective booth display. Susan also mentioned ways to continue 
to connect with potential clients, such as business cards and mailing lists. One approach she mentioned for 
getting started was to buddy-up with another artist (even a non-fiber artist, depending on the rules for the 
craft show) as a way to split costs and attract unexpected clients. 

Barb, as a professional handweaver, discussed her experience in production-weaving and selling 
commissions/special orders. She covered some of the efficiencies she learned as a production weaver, such 
as using long warps, tying new warp to the old warp, and making wholesale yarn purchases to reduce initial 
costs. Barb also outlined some of the standard practices for creating a commission agreement, such as a 
non-refundable deposit for materials, making sure the yarn selection and vision for the final product is 
shared by both parties. Barb showed some examples of her custom pieces and talked about the processes 
she went through with each client. 

Joyce covered the use of Etsy and other online platforms for selling items, including Amazon, Facebook, 
and one’s own website if that’s of interest. As Etsy is one that most are more familiar with, Joyce outlined the 
process for setting up an account and provided tips on how to make an Etsy listing more attractive including 
photos, pricing, and shipping incentives. The business-and-tax elements related to Etsy were also covered, 
such as issuing 1099s and sales taxes, and the information Etsy needs to issue that documentation. Last but 
not least, meeting customer expectations with respect to processing orders and the overall pros and cons of 
using Etsy to sell were discussed. 

Sue closed the panel with a summary of the overall tax and business considerations for selling, such as 
establishing a “doing businesses as” (DBA) name, categorizing one’s sales as a hobby or a profession, and 
collecting, reporting, and paying sales taxes. 

All speakers offered their unique perspectives based on their years of experience selling either as a hobby 
or as a profession in several venues – yet one theme was continuous across speakers – if you’re interested in 
selling, focus on weaving what you love and enjoy. 
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February Meeting Recap | Donna Johnson-Brown 

Floatwork/Overshot: How It Works and How To Play With It 
February 4, 2023 

At our February meeting, Nancy Smothergill shared her in-depth exploration of Overshot.  The origins were 
based on a twill block weave known as FLOTE WERK (float work).  Overshot as we know it was developed in 
the Americas, based on a twill circle producing pattern, plain weave background and halftones.  It is a block 
weave that can be woven in Star fashion or Rose fashion by changing the tie up.  Other patterns, such as 
Monk’s Belt, are based on Overshot. 

Exploring the variety of samples Nancy shared, plus her extensive resource list, makes one want to begin a 
new weaving experience with Overshot! 

Draw-Down explanation/correction | Cynthia Pendergrast 

During the presentation on name drafts at our February 2022 meeting, the question came up regarding 
what squares to shade as we shaded in our drawdowns. A little searching brought me to The Complete 
Book of Drafting for Handweavers by Madelyn van der Hoogt. She sheds light on the question in her lesson 
on Writing Drafts (pg. 12). Shading the squares that correspond with the shafts raised gives a warp 
drawdown. To make a weft drawdown, shade the squares for the threads that are not raised. 
I showed shading the squares that were raised – a warp drawdown. To better see the pattern that would be 
produced by the overshot pattern of your name draft, you would make a weft drawdown, shading the 
squares that correspond with the shafts that are not raised. My apologies for mis-leading you. I had you all 
illustrate the back of your fabrics! Or, as one of the participants in our meeting that day said, if you look at 
the squares that aren't shaded you'll see the pattern. 

Mar/Apr 2023 8

Andie’s Valentine project! Sue S’s colorful towels Valerie’s airy weave
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Refreshments | Lois Koenig  
The Refreshments volunteers provide a snack or 
dessert and hot water.  Members should bring their 
own lunch, utensils, mug, etc.   We will not have 
access to the kitchen, so there will be no access to 
the refrigerator, utensils, etc. 

Please bring any other questions or concerns to 
Lois Koenig (loisakoenig@gmail.com). Duties:

•Know your day.  Lois emails a reminder about a 
week before the meeting. 

•Arrange for someone to take your place if you 
cannot make it and notify Lois. 

•Communicate with your partner. 

•Provide dessert. 

•Arrive early to prepare the table and hot water. 

•Clean up the food area. 

•If you notice that items are needed in the supply 
baskets, let Lois know. 

 Refreshment Volunteers 2023: 

3/4: Rachel Abbott 
        Linda Miller 

4/1: Sue Szczotka 
         Sally Meyers  

Upcoming Fiber Events 

CNY Fiber Frolic  
April 15th 
Beaver Lake, Baldwinsville, NY 
https://goldenfleecespinnerssociety.org/fiber-frolic/ 
Threading the Needle: Weaving Traditions into Contemporary Textile Art 
March 23, 2023 - August 27, 2023, see link for specific dates 
Cornell University Mann Library Gallery, Second Floor, Mann Library 237 Mann Drive, Ithaca NY 
https://events.cornell.edu/event/threading_the_needle_weaving_traditions_into_contemporary_textile_art 

Committees 

Booklets  
Nancy Smothergill  

Program  
Nancy Gaus   

Library  
Donna Connery    

Membership  
Andie Scamehorn  

Special Projects  
Sue Szczotka    

Refreshments  
Lois Koenig    

Calling Committee  
Carolyn Wolfson    
 
Meg Welch  

Website Administrator  
Joyce Lock    

Equipment Coordinator 
Joyce Lock    

Newsletter  
Susan Mehringer    
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https://goldenfleecespinnerssociety.org/fiber-frolic/
https://events.cornell.edu/event/threading_the_needle_weaving_traditions_into_contemporary_textile_art
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Membership | Andie Scamehorn 

We welcome new members of any skill level!     
Our Guild membership runs May-May, but you can 
join at any time. 

Dues: Regular: $30. Senior (over 62): $25 
Note:   For new members joining after January, the 
prorated fee is half the regular fee. 

To pay online, send the dues via PayPal to 
membershipSWG@gmail.com. Select "send money 
to a friend" so the Guild does not pay the transfer 
fee. Renewing members, please include any 
changes to your contact information in the PayPal 
“What’s this payment for” field. New members, 
please include all your contact information in this 
form.

To pay by check, make checks payable to Syracuse 
Weavers Guild and mail to:

Andie Scamehorn 
 
 

Name _______________________________ 

Phone _______________________________ 

Email ________________________________ 

Address ______________________________ 

City __________________________________ 

State ______________ Zip _______________ 
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Sally’s childhood 
potholder loom - back 
in action.

The heat was off in the gym so we 
moved our February business 
meeting to the hallway!Trying out Overshot with Davison’s 

Berea Sunflowers by Donna Connery
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Syracuse Weavers Guild Looms For Rent | Joyce Lock 

Rental fee is $2 per week.  If interested in borrowing one of these looms and it is available, please contact 
the person listed in the table. 
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Description Current Use Contact Notes
Kyra 22” 4S table 
loom

On Loan Tammy 
Peck

Kyra 22” 4S table 
loom

Available Joyce Lock

Peacock 12” 2S loom 
#1

Available Nancy 
Smothergill

http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/
loom_table_plaid.jpg

Peacock 12” 2S loom 
#2

Available Nancy 
Smothergill

http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/
loom_table_plaid.jpg

Peacock 12” 2S loom 
#3

Available Nancy 
Smothergill

http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/
loom_table_plaid.jpg

Inkle loom Available Joyce Lock
Harrisville 22" 4S 
floor loom

Available Joyce Lock https://harrisville.com/products/22-floor-loom-4-harness-6-
treadle 
Picture shows 6 treadles, this one has 4 direct tie treadles. 
Not easily transported

LeClerc Dorothy 
Green Model 12” 8S 
table loom

Available Joyce Lock https://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/weave/
leclerchistory.htm 
Scroll down to find table looms.

Purrington Norris 12S 
table loom

Available Joyce Lock http://www.purringtonlooms.com/tablelooms.htm 

LeClerc Dorothy 15" 
8S table loom

Available Joyce Lock http://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/pics/leclerc/ldor007.jpg

LeClerc Jano 22” 4S 
table loom

Available Joyce Lock https://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/weave/
leclerchistory.htm   
Scroll down to find table looms.

Selling Your Handwovens presentation - Barb Decker, Susan Mehringer, 
Joyce Lock, Andie Scamehorn, and Sue Szczotka Jayshri’s clasped weft 

scarf

http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/loom_table_plaid.jpg
http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/loom_table_plaid.jpg
http://possumjimandelizabeth.com/adjusted_images/loom_table_plaid.jpg
https://harrisville.com/products/22-floor-loom-4-harness-6-treadle
https://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/weave/leclerchistory.htm
http://www.purringtonlooms.com/tablelooms.htm
http://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/pics/leclerc/ldor007.jpg
https://www.camillavalleyfarm.com/weave/leclerchistory.htm
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